countries and concludes that slavery rather than inequality was the villain. Daron Acemoglu, Maria Angelica Bautista, Pablo Querubin, and James Robinson explore the interaction between political and economic inequality in Colombia, arguing that the Engerman and Sokoloff story needs important qualiªcations. Both essays use regression techniques to discriminate between alternative hypotheses and to advance our understanding of Latin American history.
The second half of the book is divided between "Theory" and "Contemporary Evidence." Both sections contain essays replete with mathematical models and statistical regressions. They echo questions raised in the historical essays. The theory of civil wars by James D. Fearon shows how the decline of central Spanish authority might have worked out. The analysis of party politics by Gene Grossman and Helpman uses the same reasoning as the analysis of medieval administrators, and the discussion of informal institutions in Kenya is close to the description of informal institutions in industrializing Britain. Four other essays explore aspects of democracies, asking how parliamentary systems work and whether democracies promote economic growth. An essay by Timothy Besley and Masayuki Kudamatsu notes that autocratic governments have the same kinds of disparate effects on economic growth as democratic governments seem to have. This book will repay the effort that it takes to read the essays; the quality is uniformly high. The concentration on the ªrst half of the book in this review is intended to encourage interdisciplinary colleagues to beneªt from the explorations of economists and political scientists as reported in their historical essays. More quantitative interdisciplinary historians will beneªt from reading the whole collection.
Peter Temin MIT Many historians of cartography bristle when their colleagues in the humanities interpret maps as tropes that represent arcane realities. Thus, when a professor of English introduces one element in ancient world maps, the antipodes, "as a space outside of history, faith, and politics" (8), he might ªnd his audience extremely skeptical. Nevertheless, Hiatt proves his claims by mastering an enormous variety of sources ranging from classical texts, commentaries, diagrams, maps, and a scholarly literature that ranges from classics through philosophy to the history of early maps. Indeed, his new book may represent the revival of the history of an idea that evolved as it was applied to a changing array of political contexts. That evolution is charted in seven chapters spanning two millennia. The ancient Greeks realized that although they could theorize about the
